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Today’s veterinarians





Private clinical practice



Teaching and Research





Veterinary Public Health

http://www.dhs.gov/




Other professional 
activities



Income for Private Practice 
Veterinarians in the USA
Private Practice Type # of 

Vets
Median Income Pre-Tax

Food Animal Exclusive 993 $91,000
Food Animal Predominant 4,150 $79,000
Mixed Animal 4,376 $73,000
Small Animal Predominant 5,688 $91,000
Small Animal Exclusive 37,137



2008 Starting Salaries
Private Practice
Type

# of 
Vets

Median Income 
Pre-Tax

Mean 
Additional
Compensation

Food Animal 
Exclusive

44 $62,424 $13,783

Food Animal 
Predominant

47 $57,745 $8,726

Mixed Animal 162 $58,522 $7,883
Small Animal 
Predominant

132 $61,753 $9,040

Small Animal 
Exclusive

549 $64,744 $9,659

Equine 57 $41,636 $9,278
Public/Corporate 51 $63,670 $13,067
Totals 1,042 $62,599 $11,173



The need for food supply 
veterinarians
Á Why food supply medicine will remain vital:
Ğ Societal concerns for animal welfare 
Ğ Foreign animal diseases
Ğ Emerging disease threats and bioterrorism
Ğ Zoonotic diseases
Ğ Food safety ‐ preharvest & post‐harvest
Ğ Antimicrobial resistance
Ğ Concern over new and existing technologies
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Benefits of Working as a Food 
Animal Veterinarian 

Á Rural lifestyle / outdoor work .
Á Public health / Safety.
Á





Is there a need or demand?

Á FSVMC/Bayer Study
Ğ The demand for both beef and dairy 

practitioners is expected to increase in the 
future.  
Ğ Both types of practice are expected to require 

3‐5% more veterinarians in short‐term, 
medium‐term, and long‐term periods. 



2006 MVC 16

Beef & Dairy Demand

♦ Beef:
ü Short-Term:  Up 3.0% 
ü Medium-Term: Up  3.0%
ü Long-Term: Up 6.0%

♦ Dairy:
ü Short-Term: Up 4.0% 
ü Medium-Term: Up 3.0%
ü Long-Term: Up 5.0%

Short‐Term: 2004‐07

Medium‐Term: 2007‐10

Long‐Term: 2010‐16
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Is there a need or demand?

Á FSVMC/Bayer Study
Ğ On the supply side
À shortages of both beef and dairy 

practitioners of  3.5 ‐ 5%  are predicted in 
short‐term, medium‐term, and long‐term 
periods. 



MISSISSIPPI STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
MEDICINE



Quick facts

Wise Center
Á completed in 1982
Á 620 rooms on 8 acres
Á 360,000 square feet under one roof



http://gallery.ext.msstate.edu/gallery2/main.php?g2_itemId=15716&g2_imageViewsIndex=1


Quick facts
Enrollment
Ğ 80 students entering class of 2012
‐ Approximately 40 seats for MS 

residents
‐ Evaluated separately from out‐of‐state 

pool

‐ 5 seats 



Other Student Programs

Á Dual Degree Program
Ğ MS/PhD
Ğ Thesis and Non‐Thesis

Á Summer Research Program
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So you still want to be a vet!?



Admissions requirements

A strong academic record
Á 2.8 GPA is required at MSU‐CVM
Ğ Overall and Math/Science  

Á Incoming class has >3.5 GPA
Á Need to take the GRE
Ğ Incoming class has >1,000

Á Be sure to choose a college or 
department that will allow you to 
get the prerequisite courses
Ğ



Prerequisite courses for 
MSU‐CVM include:

Á English 
composition

Á Speech or 
technical writing

Á Mathematics
Á General biology
Á Microbiology

Á General chemistry
Á Organic chemistry
Á Biochemistry
Á Physics
Á Advanced science 

electives 
Á Humanities
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