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COLLEGE	
  OF	
  NATURAL	
  SCIENCE	
  and	
  MATHEMATICS	
  
Minutes	
  of	
  Council	
  of	
  Chairs	
  Meeting	
  –	
  February	
  8,	
  2016	
  

	
  
A	
  meeting	
  of	
  the	
  Council	
  of	
  Chairs	
  of	
  the	
  College	
  of	
  Natural	
  Sciences	
  and	
  Mathematics	
  was	
  held	
  on	
  
Monday,	
  February	
  8,	
  2016.	
  Stephen	
  Addison	
  presided,	
  members	
  present:	
  Jeff	
  Allender,	
  Pat	
  Desrochers,	
  
Ramesh	
  Garimella,	
  Uma	
  Garimella,	
  Brent	
  Hill,	
  and	
  Carl	
  Frederickson.	
  Absent:	
  Ginny	
  Adams.	
  
	
  
	
  
Agenda	
  Items:	
  
	
  

• Minutes	
  from	
  the	
  December	
  7,	
  2015	
  meeting	
  were	
  approved.	
  
• Dean	
  Addison	
  announced	
  that	
  the	
  College	
  Curriculum	
  Committee	
  has	
  decided	
  to	
  meet	
  on	
  the	
  

third	
  Thursday	
  of	
  each	
  month.	
  Items	
  to	
  be	
  considered	
  at	
  the	
  regular	
  meeting	
  must	
  be	
  
submitted	
  by	
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Other	
  Items	
  
	
  

• Dean	
  Addison	
  extended	
  the	
  due	
  date	
  for	
  URC	
  Proposals	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  day	
  Thursday,	
  
February	
  11th.	
  He	
  asked	
  that	
  Chairs	
  encourage	
  their	
  faculty	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  funding	
  to	
  support	
  
ongoing	
  projects.	
  

• Dean	
  Addison	
  encouraged	
  Chairs	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  upcoming	
  Strategic	
  Planning	
  Task	
  
Force	
  forums.	
  

• Interviews	
  for	
  the	
  Honors	
  College	
  will	
  begin	
  soon	
  with	
  120	
  students	
  being	
  interview	
  for	
  the	
  75	
  
available	
  slots.	
  Dean	
  Addison	
  asked	
  that	
  chairs	
  reach	
  out	
  to	
  students	
  and	
  let	
  them	
  know	
  what	
  
options	
  are	
  available	
  if	
  they	
  are	
  not	
  selected.	
  Discussion	
  followed.	
  

• Position	
  requests	
  are	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  Dean	
  by	
  9	
  a.m.	
  on	
  Tuesday,	
  February	
  23
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Computer	
  Science	
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o Mason,	
  A.	
  J.	
  (2015).	
  Potential	
  Relationship	
  of	
  Chosen	
  Major	
  to	
  Problem	
  Solving	
  
Attitudes	
  and	
  Course	
  Performance.	
  2015	
  Physics	
  Education	
  Research	
  Conference	
  
Proceedings,	
  	
  

	
  
o Brown,	
  B.	
  R.*,	
  Singh,	
  C.,	
  Mason,	
  A.	
  J.	
  (2015).	
  The	
  Effect	
  of	
  Giving	
  Explicit	
  Incentives	
  to	
  

Correct	
  Mistakes	
  on	
  Subsequent	
  Problem	
  Solving	
  in	
  Quantum	
  Mechanics.	
  2015	
  Physics	
  
Education	
  Research	
  Conference	
  Proceedings	
  

	
  
o Mason,	
  A.	
  J.,	
  Singh,	
  C.	
  (in	
  press).	
  Impact	
  of	
  Guided	
  Reflection	
  with	
  Peers	
  on	
  the	
  

Development	
  of	
  Effective	
  Problem	
  Solving	
  Strategies	
  and	
  Physics	
  Learning.	
  To	
  appear	
  in	
  
The	
  Physics	
  Teacher.	
  	
  

	
  
o Mason,	
  A.	
  J.,	
  Singh,	
  C.	
  (in	
  press).	
  Using	
  Categorization	
  of	
  Problems	
  as	
  an	
  Instructional	
  

Tool	
  to	
  Help	
  Introductory	
  Students	
  Learn	
  Physics.	
  To	
  appear	
  in	
  Physics	
  Education	
  
(Institute	
  Of	
  Physics).	
  	
  

	
  
• Presentations	
  at	
  the	
  AAS	
  meeting	
  Kissimmee	
  Florida	
  January	
  6	
  &	
  7,	
  2016	
  

	
  
o Thomas	
  Cameron,	
  Lucus	
  Ratz,	
  Debra	
  L.	
  Burris,	
  “Using	
  the	
  H-­‐β	
  Emission	
  Line	
  as	
  a	
  Means	
  

of	
  Mass	
  Determination	
  for	
  Spiral	
  Galaxy	
  AGNs.”	
  
	
  

o Debra	
  L.	
  Burris,	
  “Enriching	
  Cross	
  Cirriculum	
  Projects	
  with	
  Astronomy	
  for	
  Gifted	
  
Students.”	
  

	
  
o Harrison	
  Cardillo,	
  Debra	
  L.	
  Burris,	
  “La	
  and	
  Eu	
  Abundances	
  in	
  Metal-­‐poor	
  Halo	
  Stars”	
  

	
  
• Azida	
  Walker	
  and	
  Ashley	
  Hicks	
  went	
  with	
  6	
  students:	
  Caity	
  Mason,	
  Sarah	
  Spellmann.	
  Brittany	
  

Devanzo,	
  Kayla	
  Waters,	
  Eva	
  Hudson,	
  Christian	
  Mitchell	
  to	
  the	
  Women	
  in	
  Physics	
  Confernece	
  
January	
  15-­‐18	
  in	
  San	
  Antonio,	
  TX.	
  Ashley	
  served	
  on	
  a	
  panel	
  at	
  the	
  meeting.	
  

	
  
• Will	
  Slaton	
  and	
  three	
  of	
  the	
  Chainless	
  Bicycle	
  Challenge	
  team	
  members:	
  Seth	
  Thomas,	
  Caleb	
  

Webb,	
  and	
  Harrison	
  Cardillo	
  visited	
  their	
  collaborator	
  at	
  the	
  Vanderbilt	
  University	
  LASIR	
  lab,	
  
in	
  Nashville,	
  TN	
  on	
  February	
  3rd.	
  On	
  February	
  4th	
  the	
  visited	
  Oak	
  Ridge	
  National	
  Laboratory,	
  
Oak	
  Ridge,	
  TN.	
  


