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COLLEGE	OF	NATURAL	SCIENCE	and	MATHEMATICS	
Minutes	of	Council	of	Chairs	Meeting	–	April	4,	2016	

	
A	meeting	of	the	Council	of	Chairs	of	the	College	of	Natural	Sciences	and	Mathematics	was	held	on	
Monday,	April	4,	2016.	Stephen	Addison	presided,	members	present:	Ginny	Adams,	Jeff	Allender,	Pat	
Desrochers,	Ramesh	Garimella,	Uma	Garimella,	Brent	Hill,	and	Carl	Frederickson.		
	
	
Agenda	Items:	
	

• Minutes	from	the	March	7,	2016	meeting	were	approved	with	minor	corrections.	
• Dean	Addison	led	a	discussion	on	the	use	of	social	media	by	faculty	in	our	college.	He	asked	

chairs	to	remind	faculty	to	be	professional	when	posting	and	to	keep	in	mind	that	students	
read	these	posts	and	that	they	are	a	reflection	on	UCA.	

• Dean	Addison	attended	the	Arkansas	Academy	of	Science	(AAS)	meeting	this	past	weekend	
and	announced	that	UCA	would	be	hosting	the	meeting	next	year	on	April	7-8,	2017.	He	
noticed	that	UCA’s	participation	in	the	AAS	has	dwindled	and	would	like	to	see	UCA	become	
more	involved.	The	Dean	also	announced	that	we	would	hold	our	annual	poster	symposium	in	
conjunction	with	the	AAS	meeting	next	year	and	the	need	to	begin	planning	early,	as	it	will	be	a	
great	way	to	promote	UCA	and	the	research	program	that	we	have	developed.	Discussion	
followed.	

• Dean	Addison	informed	chairs	that	the	Provost	was	still	working	on	determining	Programs	of	
Distinction	for	UCA.	Discussion	followed.	

• Dean	Addison	reminded	chairs	that	the	22nd	Annual	Student	Research	Poster	Symposium	is	on	
April	15th.	Discussion	followed	on	who	to	invite	and	the	possibility	of	creating	a	virtual	poster	
display.	

• Dean	Addison	announced	that	he	is	planning	to	have	a	one	day	retreat	this	summer	or	early	fall	
and	would	send	out	an	email	to	see	when	everyone	would	be	available.	

	
Other	Items	
	

• Pat	Desrochers	reported	that	he	helped	Dr.	Mebi	with	the	Arkansas	Junior	Academy	and	there	
is	a	need	for	better	instructions	on	how	to	make	presentations	and	write	abstracts.	He	
suggested	that	we	find	examples	and	create	an	online	resource	for	these	students	to	better	
prepare	them	for	this	event.	

• Dean	Addison	reminded	chairs	that	commencement	will	be	at	10:00	am	on	April	30th.	Chairs	
need	to	determine	who	will	be	serving	as	marshals.	

• Carl	Frederickson	announced	that	there	is	summer	support	for	6	STEMteach	Grants	and	that	
the	program	will	be	run	similar	to	the	Noyce	program.	He	asked	for	help	in	developing	jobs	for	
these	students	such	as	supplemental	instruction	or	working	in	tutoring	labs.	

• Ramesh	Garimella	announced	that	he	will	be	participating	in	a	meeting	regarding	statistic	
courses	being	offered	in	other	disciplines	and	whether	or	not	students	could	get	math	credit	
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• Three	geography	faculty	attended	and	presented	at	the	American	Association	of	Geographers	

annual	meeting	in	San	Francisco	last	week:	
o Dr.	Steve	O’Connell	presented	a	Poster	Session:	“Examining	Second-Home	Ownership	

Using	Local	Tax	Records:	A	Case	Study	of	New	Jersey	Shore	Communities.”	
o Dr.	Matt	Connolly	presented	an	invited	paper:	Navigating	the	Academic	Job	Search	

Gauntlet:	Recent	Perspectives	from	Both	Sides	of	the	Table.	
§ He	was	an	invited	panelist	in	the	session:	The	Academic	Job	Market	for	

Geographers:	Strategies	for	Improving	Career	Preparation.	
§ He	was	an	invited	discussant	in	the:	A	discussion	on	navigating	and	making	the	

most	of	the	conference.	
§ He	received	a	$500	Faculty	Development	Grant	to	attend	a	week	long	ArcGIS	

workshop	in	California.	
§ He	co-advised	with	Chemistry	an	undergraduate	research	project	resulting	in	a	

poster	presentation	at	the	South	Central	Region	of	the	Geological	Society	of	
America	Project.	Title:	Differences	in	Water	Types	in	Wells	and	Springs	of	the	
Ozark	Plateaus	in	Northern	Arkansas.	Students:	Samantha	Wacaster	(Chemistry)	
and	Kristen	Barre	(Geography).	

o Dr.	Ellen	Hostetter	presented	a	paper:	“Judges,	Legal	Opinions,	and	the	Emerging	
Automotive	Business	Landscape:	Case	Studies	from	New	Jersey	and	Pennsylvania.”	She	
also	organized	a	paper	session	titled:	“Landscape	Backstories”,	which	received	so	many	
paper	submissions	it	turned	into	two	sessions.	

• On	Friday,	April	1st
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campus,	a	scholarship	to	cover	the	cost	of	a	1-hour	course	on	how	we	learn,	and	funds	($3,000)	
to	serve	as	a	learning	assistant	in	the	fall		and	spring	semesters	in	their	departments.


