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COLLEGE	
  OF	
  NATURAL	
  SCIENCE	
  and	
  MATHEMATICS	
  
Minutes	
  of	
  Council	
  of	
  Chairs	
  Meeting	
  –	
  September	
  18,	
  2015	
  

	
  
A	
  meeting	
  of	
  the	
  Council	
  of	
  Chairs	
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• Dean	
  Addison	
  led	
  a	
  discussion	
  on	
  Reassigned	
  Time	
  in	
  the	
  CNSM.	
  Student	
  involvement	
  in	
  
research	
  at	
  the	
  undergraduate	
  level	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  CNSM’s	
  programs	
  of	
  distinction	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  
important	
  that	
  our	
  faculty	
  have	
  time	
  to	
  mentor	
  students	
  in	
  the	
  lab.	
  Dean	
  Addison	
  stated	
  that	
  
the	
  Council	
  of	
  Deans	
  is	
  doing	
  a	
  load	
  analysis	
  for	
  reassigned	
  time	
  and	
  asked	
  that	
  chairs	
  develop	
  
reassigned	
  time	
  guidelines	
  for	
  their	
  departments.	
  A	
  copy	
  of	
  the	
  guidelines	
  developed	
  by	
  R.	
  
Garimella	
  for	
  Mathematics	
  was	
  distributed	
  and	
  discussed.	
  Dean	
  Addison	
  asked	
  that	
  chairs	
  turn	
  
in	
  their	
  guidelines	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  their	
  requests	
  for	
  reassigned	
  time	
  for	
  the	
  Spring	
  2016	
  semester	
  to	
  
him	
  by	
  October	
  1st.	
  

• Dean	
  Addison	
  went	
  over	
  the	
  SBAC	
  request	
  for	
  funding	
  guidelines	
  and	
  asked	
  that	
  chairs	
  submit	
  
their	
  requests	
  to	
  him	
  by	
  October	
  1st.	
  

	
  
	
  
Chair	
  Reports	
  (Appended)	
  
	
  
Biology	
  
	
   Dr.	
  Hill	
  submitted:	
  

• Two	
  accepted	
  papers	
  for	
  publication:	
  	
  
o Weigand	
  K,	
  Reno	
  L,	
  Rowley	
  B.	
  	
  Low-­‐level	
  mercury	
  causes	
  inappropriate	
  activation	
  in	
  T	
  and	
  

B	
  lymphocytes	
  in	
  the	
  absence	
  of	
  antigen	
  stimulation.	
  .	
  Journal	
  of	
  the	
  Arkansas	
  Academy	
  of	
  
Science.	
  (accepted,	
  to	
  be	
  published	
  in	
  Vol.	
  69,	
  2016)	
  

o Entrekin,	
  S.,	
  K.	
  Maloney,	
  K.	
  Kapo,	
  A.	
  Walters,	
  M.Evans-­‐White,	
  K.	
  Klemow.	
  In	
  press.	
  Stream	
  
vulnerability	
  to	
  widespread	
  and	
  emerging	
  stressors:	
  a	
  focus	
  on	
  unconventional	
  oil	
  and	
  gas.	
  
PLOS	
  ONE.	
  

• Drs.	
  Brent	
  Hill	
  and	
  Rahul	
  Mehta	
  went	
  to	
  visit	
  the	
  NASA	
  Ames	
  Research	
  Center	
  in	
  California	
  
from	
  August	
  9-­‐12	
  to	
  investigate	
  future	
  collaborations	
  and	
  educational	
  opportunities	
  for	
  
students.	
  	
  Funding	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  Arkansas	
  Space	
  Grant	
  Consortium.	
  

	
  
	
   	
  
Chemistry	
  

Dr.	
  Desrochers	
  submitted:	
  
• Nilu	
  Runge	
  earned	
  a	
  Deep	
  Learning	
  grant	
  through	
  the	
  HPAW	
  Residential	
  College	
  and	
  the	
  

IDC.	
  	
  She	
  will	
  be	
  using	
  this	
  support	
  to	
  improve	
  instruction	
  in	
  CHEM	
  1402,	
  a	
  course	
  in	
  which	
  at	
  
least	
  half	
  the	
  students	
  are	
  nursing	
  majors.	
  

• Ben	
  Scheuter	
  installed	
  as	
  the	
  new	
  lab	
  coordinator.	
  	
  Ben	
  has	
  been	
  assisting	
  Upward	
  Bound	
  
classes	
  in	
  Chemistry	
  (with	
  Erin	
  Bell)	
  and	
  in	
  Physical	
  Science	
  (with	
  Morgan	
  McKnight)	
  during	
  
the	
  month	
  of	
  June	
  preparing	
  chemicals	
  for	
  experiments	
  for	
  these	
  students.	
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results	
  will	
  be	
  compiled	
  in	
  the	
  years	
  ahead	
  to	
  help	
  guide	
  improved	
  advising	
  and	
  potential	
  
curricular	
  changes	
  that	
  can	
  improve	
  student	
  retention.	
  

• Kristin	
  Dooley	
  shared	
  chemistry	
  demos	
  all	
  day	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  at	
  Florence	
  Mattison	
  Elementary	
  
School’s	
  enrichment	
  day,	
  May	
  2015.	
  

• Kristin	
  Dooley	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  CNSM	
  bootcamp	
  for	
  entering	
  freshmen	
  students	
  and	
  
reported	
  an	
  improvement	
  in	
  student	
  interaction	
  over	
  2014.	
  

	
  
Computer	
  Science	
  
	
   Dr.	
  Ramesh	
  Garimella	
  submitted:	
  

• Dr.	
  Tansel	
  Halic,	
  Assistant	
  Professor,	
  and	
  Dr.	
  Sinan	
  Kockara,	
  Associate	
  Professor,	
  received	
  	
  a	
  
$326,000	
  	
  NIH-­‐	
  INBRE	
  	
  grant.	
  

• James	
  Stamps	
  (Fall),	
  Alxander	
  Yu	
  (Spring)	
  received	
  2015	
  outstanding	
  Computer	
  Science	
  
Student	
  awards	
  and	
  Bryce	
  Nicholson	
  received	
  Faculty	
  Special	
  Recognition	
  Award.	
  	
  

• The	
  Computer	
  Science	
  Department	
  is	
  supporting	
  MIS	
  to	
  host	
  IT	
  Camp	
  sponsored	
  by	
  Acxiom	
  
from	
  June	
  17-­‐20.	
  	
  

• A	
  paper,	
  "Uncork	
  Napa’s	
  Cabernet	
  Sauvignon	
  by	
  Association	
  Rule	
  Based	
  Classification,"	
  co-­‐
authored	
  by	
  Bernard	
  Chen	
  has	
  been	
  accepted	
  by	
  IEEE	
  International	
  Conference	
  on	
  Machine	
  
Learning	
  and	
  Applications	
  (ICMLA	
  2015).	
  Coauthors	
  include	
  5	
  undergraduate	
  students	
  who	
  
were	
  in	
  his	
  CSCI	
  4370	
  Data	
  Mining	
  class.	
  One	
  of	
  them	
  is	
  currently	
  our	
  master	
  student.	
  	
  

• This	
  summer	
  IEEE	
  officially	
  released	
  its	
  Standard	
  for	
  Interval	
  Arithmetic	
  IEEE	
  1788-­‐2015.	
  
Professor	
  Chenyi	
  Hu	
  has	
  been	
  an	
  active	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  working	
  group	
  in	
  establishing	
  the	
  
standard	
  for	
  years	
  with	
  his	
  specialty	
  in	
  interval	
  computing	
  and	
  application.	
  

	
  
	
  
Geography	
  
	
   Dr.	
  Allender	
  submitted:	
  

• Ellen	
  Hostetter	
  presented	
  a	
  paper	
  at	
  the	
  International	
  Society	
  for	
  Place,	
  Landscape,	
  and	
  
Material	
  Culture	
  titled:	
  Early	
  Automobile	
  Landscapes:	
  A	
  Bureaucratic	
  Backstory.	
  

• Steve	
  O’Connell,	
  Matt	
  Connolly	
  and	
  Mary	
  Sue	
  Passe-­‐Smith	
  along	
  with	
  two	
  geography	
  majors	
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received	
  for	
  all	
  my	
  travel	
  and	
  presentations	
  in	
  the	
  previous	
  26	
  years	
  combined.	
  	
  I	
  think	
  we’re	
  
going	
  to	
  like	
  this	
  College!	
  

	
  
Mathematics	
  
	
   Dr.	
  Ramesh	
  Garimella	
  reported:	
  

• The	
  following	
  students	
  received	
  stipends	
  from	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Mathematics	
  to	
  conduct	
  
research	
  on	
  various	
  applied	
  mathematics	
  and	
  mathematics	
  education	
  topics	
  in	
  summer	
  2015.	
  

o Graduate	
  students:	
  Brandon	
  Ashley	
  (Applied	
  Math),	
  Seth	
  Bloomberg	
  (Applied	
  Math),	
  
Kaiyi	
  Chen	
  (Applied	
  Math),	
  Thomas	
  Deathrage	
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o John	
  Ferrier	
  and	
  Dr.	
  William	
  V.	
  Slaton	
  presented	
  a	
  poster	
  titled,	
  “Sound	
  Absorption	
  and	
  
Resonance	
  of	
  Venturi	
  Resonator	
  Systems,”	
  at	
  the	
  23rd	
  Annual	
  Meeting	
  of	
  the	
  Arkansas	
  
Space	
  Grant	
  Consortium,	
  In	
  Hot	
  Springs,	
  Arkansas	
  on	
  April	
  10,	
  2015.	
  

o Otis	
  Perkins	
  and	
  Drs.	
  Rahul	
  Mehta	
  and	
  Azida	
  Walker	
  presented	
  a	
  poster	
  titled.	
  “Changes	
  
in	
  Elasticity	
  and	
  Lattice	
  structure	
  of	
  Rat	
  Bones	
  under	
  Space-­‐like	
  conditions,”	
  at	
  the	
  
23rd	
  




