


 

 
 

Chairs Reports: 

Biology: 

• Dr. Cash reported that the on-campus interviews for the population genetics 
faculty position would be done by next week. 
 

• Graduate student Kyle Hurley has been invited to be part of a symposium in 
China. 

Chemistry: 

Dr. Mauldin reported three faculty members (Drs. Rick Tarkka, Patrick 
Desrochers, and Lei Yang) and seven students (listed below) participated in the 
33rd Annual Undergraduate Research Conference at the University of Memphis 
Department of Chemistry on Saturday, February 26, 2013. The conference 
involved 14 schools from seven states throughout the Southeastern United States. 
UCA research student Ryan Rogers, under the direction of Dr. Desrochers, won 
one of only five $200 awards for best presentation. 

 
• Laney Mason (Tarkka)   

"Polymerization of Phenylacetylenes by Rhodium(I) Scorpionate Catalysts" 
 

• Elisabeth Collins (Tarkka) 
"Synthesis of Boron-Centered Heteroscorpionates by Metathesis Reactions 
of LiTp* with Heterocycles" 

 
• Mishal Benson (Tarkka) 

"Color Chemistry as a Theme for Chemical Education: Lessons from 
Natural Dyes and Dyeing" 

 
• T. Ryan Rogers (Desrochers) 

"Fast, Functional Immobilized Metal-centers on Solid Supports" 
 

• Claire Desrochers (work with Dr. Kevin Raney at UAMS) 
"The Investigation of Gold Nanoparticle Delivery of HCV Antisense 
Agents" 



 
• Julie Davis (Desrochers)  

"Amino Acid Selectivity of Immobilized Ligand Nickel Complex: 
Quantitative NMR with Histidine and Serine Methyl Esters" 

 
• Ethan McMoran (Yang) 

"Synthesis and characterization of Transition Metal Complexes Supported 
by Pyridylamide Ligands" 

Computer Science: 

• Dr. Hu reported that a fund request has been submitted to Google. 
 

• Graduate student Mitchell presented his Master’s thesis on Febuary 22nd. 
 

Math: 

• 


