
 

 

COLLEGE	OF	NATURAL	SCIENCE	and	MATHEMATICS	
Minutes	of	Council	of	Chairs	Meeting	–	April	15,	2019	

A	meeting	of	the	Council	of	Chairs	of	the	College	of	Natural	Sciences	and	Mathematics	was	held	on	
Monday,	April	15,	2019.	Stephen	Addison	presided;	members	present:	Ginny	Adams,	Emre	Celebi,	Pat	
Desrochers,	Carl	Frederickson,	Ramesh	Garimella,	Uma	Garimella,	and	Brent	Hill.	Members	absent:	
Stephen	O'Connell.	Guest:	Aimee	Poynter,	CNSM	Development	Officer	

	

Agenda	Items:	

1. March	4,	2019	minutes	approved	with	minor	revisions.	
2. The	25th	Annual	CNSM	Student	Research	Symposium	is	April	19th.	We	will	be	announcing	the	

recipients	of	the	AURS	and	Southwestern	Energy	research	awards	during	the	symposium,	please	
encourage	faculty	to	attend.	

3. Support	for	teacher	specialists	in	the	STEM	Institute	is	being	terminated.	Uma	is	looking	at	
opportunities	to	partner	with	departments	and	will	pay	faculty	for	leading	workshops.	Funding	
will	come	through	invoicing	school	districts	for	services.	

4. Please	remind	faculty	that	study	day	is	not	to	be	used	as	an	extra	day	of	class	by	scheduling	
events	that	students	feel	compelled	to	attend.	

5. Provost	Poulter	plans	to	seek	a	Sponsored	Programs	Director.	Discussion	followed	on	needs	and	
current	issues	with	the	Graduate	School	and	funding	decisions.		

6. Dean	Addison	distributed	enrollment	numbers	for	summer	and	admission	numbers	for	fall.	
Discussion	followed	on	numbers,	communication	of	enrollment	dates,	attrition	rates	in	
sequenced	courses	(service	courses),	and	issues	with	advising	nursing	students.	

7. 



 

 

Computer	Science	
Dr.	Emre	Celebi	reported:	

• Ahmad	Alsharif	successfully	defended	his	dissertation,	“Secure	and	Efficient	Data	Collection	with	
Access	Control	and	Multicast	Schemes	for	Smart	Grid	AMI	Networks”,	at	the	Department	of	
Electrical	and	Computer	Engineering	in	Tennessee	Tech	University.	

• Ahmad	Alsharif	published	an	article	in	the	IEEE	Access	journal,	“EPDA:	Efficient	and	Privacy-
Preserving	Data	Collection	and	Access	Control	Scheme	for	Multi-Recipient	AMI	Networks”.	

• Mahmut	Karakaya’s	graduate	student,	Recep	Hacisoftaoglu,	made	an	oral	presentation	at	the	16th	
Annual	Conference	of	the	Midsouth	Computational	Biology	&	Bioinformatics	Society	(MCBIOS	’19),	
held	in		Birmingham,	AL.	

• Sinan	Kockara	gave	an	invited	talk,	“Does	AI	Pose	Threat	to	Dermatologists?”,	at	the	4th	Annual	
Southern	Dermatology	Research	Consortium	event,	organized	in	UAMS.		

• Sinan	Kockara,	Tansel	Halic	and	their	students	published	two	articles	in	the	BMC	Bioinformatics	
journal,	“Local	Edge-Enhanced	Active	Contour	for	Accurate	Skin	Lesion	Border	Detection”	and	
“Partition-based	Optimization	Model	for	Generative	Anatomy	Modeling	Language	(POM-GAML)”.	

• Olcay	Kursun	published	an	article	in	the	Military	Medicine	journal,	“Quantification	of	Mild	
Traumatic	Brain	Injury	via	Cortical	Metrics:	Analytical	Methods”.	

• Olcay	Kursun’s	student	presented	a	paper,	“Automated	Monitoring	of	Customer	Service	Quality	
Using	Deep	Learning	Facial	Expression	Recogni



 

 

• The	search	for	two	permanent	lecturer	positions	earlier	this	spring	was	successful.		Offers	were	
made	and	were	accepted.		

• Provost	Office	is	replacing	all	old	iMACs	in	the	Math	Lab.		
• The	Arkansas	Council	of	Mathematics	Teachers	State	Math	Contest	will	be	held	on	UCA	campus	on	

April	27th.		Four	hundred	students	from	all	over	the	state	have	been	invited	to	participate	in	the	
contest	to	be	held	in	the	Math	Department.	Dr.	Charles	Watson,	Dr.	Pinchback	and	Ms.	Loi	Booher	
are	the	local	organizers	of	the	contest.		

• Last	week,	revised	Math	Department	Bylaws	were	approved.	
• Last	week,	Math	Department	approved	a	process	and	criteria	for	yearly	review	of	TT	faculty	by	the	

DPAC	in	addition	to	annual	review	of	the	chair	mandated	by	the	UCA	policies	
	

Physics	
Dr.	Carl	Frederickson	reported:	

• Drs.	Azida	Walker,	Leah	S.	Horton,	and	Sharon	Mason	presented	a	poster	entitled	“Enhancing	




