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Other	Items/Announcements	

• Allies	in	STEM	is	having	a	meeting	on	September	10th	at	X-Period.	Please	encourage	faculty	to	
attend.	

	

Chair	Reports:	

Chemistry	
Dr.	Patrick	Desrochers	reported:	

• Greg Naumiec was an invited speaker to the AR INBRE statewide meeting in Fayetteville, AR  (Oct 
2019). 

• Madison Martin (M. Long, mentor) won 1st place in the undergraduate poster competition at the 
Arkansas NSF EPSCoR annual meeting in Little Rock (May 2019).  In October 2019 she is attending 
the national NSF EPSCoR in Columbia, SC as the undergraduate representative from Arkansas. 

• Lei Yang’s proposal “Reductive Activation of CO2 by Binuclear Copper Complexes with A Cu-Cu 
Unit” was funded from NSF RUI.  Total budget = $139,850  2019-2022  (May 2019) 

• Greg Naumiec’s proposal “The synthesis of a squaramide-based drug library for Chagas disease” to 
Arkansas INBRE was funded for $31,421   May 2019 – July 2020. 



 

 

• Mark Doderer, Karen Thessing, Mark Smith, and Michelle Talley organized the First Annual Computer 
Science Contest for Arkansas high school students. 

• Mark Doderer has been promoted to the rank of Lecturer I. 
• Tansel Halic has been promoted to the rank of Associate Professor with tenure. He is currently on a 

sabbatical leave. 
• Tansel Halic and Sinan Kockara received an NIH award (≈$750,000) for their project entitled “Virtual 

Rotator Cuff Arthroscopic Skill Trainer”. 
• Mahmut Karakaya published an article, “Effect of Pupil Dilation on Off-angle Iris Recognition”, in the 

Journal of Electronic Imaging. 
• Mahmut Karakaya presented a paper, “Field of View of Portable Ophthalmoscopes for Smartphones”, in 

the SPIE Defense and Commercial Sensing Conference (April 14–18, Baltimore, MD). The first author 
of the paper was a graduate student, Recep Hacisoftaoglu. 

• Mahmut Karakaya received an NSF award ($259,316) for his project entitled “Standoff Iris Recognition 
Systems Using Deep Learning Frameworks”. 

• Mahmut Karakaya attended AI for Science Town Hall Workshop at Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
(August 20–21, 2019). 

• Olcay Kursun and Ahmad Patooghy received an NIH INBRE award ($49,138) for their project entitled 
“On-Chip Neocortical Model of Information Processing for Texture Classification”. 

• Olcay Kursun and Ahmad Patooghy served as judges at the UCA & Conway Robotics Competition 
(May 6). 

• Olcay Kursun served as a reviewer for the Mitacs Accelerate Fellowship program (Canada). 
• Ahmad Patooghy presented two papers, “Fastest: a Concurrent Strategy to Test Components of 3D 

Network-on-Chips” and “A New Hardware Accelerator for Data Sorting in Area & Energy Constrained 
Architectures”, in the 2019 IEEE 62th International Midwest Symposium on Circuits and Systems 
(August 4–7, Dallas, TX). 

• Michelle Talley served as a committee member of the Girl Power in STEM event (April 26). 
• Emre Celebi attended the ABET Institute for the Development of Excellence in Assessment Leadership 

(August 5–8, Baltimore, MD). 
• Emre Celebi and his colleagues published a chapter, “Artificial Intelligence Approach in Melanoma”, in 

a book entitled “Melanoma” by D. E. Fisher and B. C. Bastian, eds., Springer, 2019. 
• Emre Celebi and his colleagues published an article, “Social Behavioral Phenotyping of Drosophila with 

a 2D-3D Hybrid CNN Framework”, in the IEEE Access journal. 
• Emre Celebi and his colleagues published an article, “A Survey of Feature Extraction in Dermoscopy 

Image Analysis of Skin Cancer”, in the IEEE Journal of Biomedical and Health Informatics. 
• Emre Celebi and his colleagues published an article, “DermoDeep: A Classification of Melanoma-

Nevus Skin Lesions Using Multi-Feature Fusion of Visual Features and Deep Neural Network”, in the 
Multimedia Tools and Applications journal. 

• Emre Celebi and his colleagues published an article, “Deep Attention Model for the Hierarchical 
Diagnosis of Skin Lesions”, in the Proceedings of the 30th IEEE/CVF Conference on Computer Vision 
and Pattern Recognition Workshops. 
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• Emre Celebi and his colleagues organized the Fourth ISIC Workshop on Skin Image Analysis in the 
30th IEEE/CVF Conference on Computer Vision and Pattern Recognition (June 16–20, Long Beach, 
CA) 

• Emre Celebi was elected to the editorial board of the IEEE Access journal.	

	
Geography	
Dr.	Stephen	O’Connell:	

• Environmental Science-P&A major, Lillian McDaniel, attended a dendroecological field week in Cody, 
Wyoming, from July 20 through July 29. 

• William Flatley, along with students Lillian McDaniel, AJ Russell, and Zachary Jewel participated in 
forest ecology field work in the Sacramento Mountains near Mescalero, New Mexico, for two weeks in 
July and early August. 

• Stephen O’Connell presented materials on using web GIS in education at three teacher %
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