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• Ginny	Adams	led	a	discussion	on	the	need	to	create	a	new	standing	committee	for	student	
awards.	This	committee	would	be	responsible	for	awarding	the	various	college-level	
scholarships	that	are	available	to	students	as	well	as	the	Outstanding	Student	Award	and	will	
require	an	amendment	to	the	by-laws	to	establish.	

• Dean	Addison	announced	that	the	Foundation	is	asking	for	the	names	of	the	major	employers	
of	our	students	to	be	used	in	fundraising	efforts	and	promotions.	

• There	have	been	reports	of	the	bookstore	selling	instructor	copies	of	textbooks.	This	is	a	
violation	of	their	contract	and	Dean	Addison	asked	Chairs	write	a	letter	of	violation	and	
forward	it	to	him	so	he	can	have	Kurt	Boniecki	address	the	issue.	

	
Chair	Reports	
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• Department	welcomed	Dr.	Nathan	Meredith	(Assistant	Professor)	and	Dr.	Marsha	Massey	
(Lecturer	I).	Both	will	be	teaching	general	chemistry	in	the	fall	and	Dr.	Meredith	will	be	
teaching	instrumental	methods	in	the	spring.	

Computer	Science	
	 Dr.	Bernard	Chen	reported:	
	

• Computer	Science	graduate	student,	Valentin	Velchev,	and	faculty	mentor,	Benard	Chen,	were	
given	travel	awards	for	Velchev’s	oral	presentation	at	the	2016	Industrial	Conference	on	Data	
Mining	(ICDM	2016).	

• Two	papers	in	Wineinformatics,	involving	Bernard	Chen	and	four	graduate	students,	Hai	Le,	
Christopher	Rhodes,	Valentin	Velchev,	and	Alexander	Yu,	were	published.	

• Bernard	Chen	joined	the	program	committee	for	ICDM	2017.	
• Bernard	Chen	published	two	co-authored	papers	in	the	18th	International	Conference	on	

Artificial	Intelligence	(ICAI	2016)	and	the	17th	International	Conference	on	Bioinformatics	and	
Computational	Biology	(BIOCOMP	2016).	

	
	
Geography	
	 Dr.	Allender	reported:	
	

• Steve	O’Connell,	Ellen	Hostetter,	and	Jeff	Allender	all	attended	the	AP	Human	Geography	
Reading	in	Cincinnati	on	June	1-8,	2016.	

• MGIS	student	Scott	Wood	and	Brooks	Pearson	just	accepted	the	proof	pages	for	their	upcoming	
article:	“Data	Collection	in	Field-Based	Environments	with	Alternative	Mobile	Devices	Using	
Mobile	Geographic	Information	Systems	and	Services	for	Quality	Flexible	Platforms”	to	be	
published	in	the	International	Journal	of	Services	and	Standards.	

• Michael	Yoder	had	an	article	published	in	the	online	journal,	Urbana,	titled:	“Cargo	Transport	
Infrastructure	and	Urban	Regional	Development:	The	Fort	Smith	Metropolitan	Area”	

• Will	Flatley	and	Fulé,	P.	Z.	has	an	article	in	press	titled:	“Are	historical	fire	regimes	compatible	
with	future	climate?	Implications	for	forest	restoration”,	to	be	published	in	the	online	journal,	
Ecosphere.	

• Waring,	K.M.,	Johnson,	K.A.,	Flatley,	W.T.	have	an	article	in	press	titled:	“Prescribed	fire	
effectiveness	in	meeting	management	objectives	at	Zion	National	Park,	USA”	to	be	published	in	
the	fall	issue	of	the	journal,	Fire	Ecology.	

• Matt	Connolly	attended	a	weeklong	Ar
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• Jeff	Allender	helped	organize	and	run	four	moth	capture	and	identification	nights	in	
conjunction	
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Advanced	Algebra.	Mr.	Sudheer	Kavi,	Senior	Solution	Developer	for	Acxiom	and	Adjunct	
Professor	of	Computer	Science	was	the	instructor	for	all	coding	classes	and	Ms.	Katie	Burden,	a	
graduate	student	in	mathematics,	provided	support	for	coding	activities.	Dr.	Debra	Burris,	
Associate	Professor	of	Physics	and	Astronomy,	conducted	the	Exploring	Physics	workshops.	Dr.	
Ramesh	Garimella	and	Dr.	Uma	Garimella	planned	and	organized	the	event.	

	
Physics	
	



	

	 6	

• State	sponsored	programs:	The	two	specialist,	Cara	Cates	(Math)	and	Sharon	McKinney	(Science),	
in	collaboration	with	several	Educational	Cooperatives	offered	six	state	sponsored	programs	to	
support	teachers	to	implement	new	science	standards	and	improve	math	content/pedagogy.	

• School	Support:	The	STEM	Institute	worked	with	nine	school	districts	to	offer	in	school	support	
and	training	to	teachers	in	specific	requested	areas.	

• AP	and	Pre-AP	Trainings:	Umadevi	Garimella,	a	College	Board	Consultant,	conducted	several	Pre-
AP	Science	and	AP	Biology	Summer	Institutes.	

• NSF-PAEMST	National	Committee	Member:	Umadevi	Garimella	served	as	a	Presidential	Award	for	
Excellence	in	Mathematics	and	Science	Teaching	(PAEMST)	National	Selection	Committee	(NSC)	
member	and	reviewed	applications	for	the	2016n	PAEMST.	

• 


