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Chair	  Reports	  
	  
Biology	  
	   Dr.	  Hill	  reported:	  
	  

• David	  Dussourd	  published	  a	  paper,	  “Tehroa	  zethus	  Caterpillars	  Use	  Acid	  Secretion	  of	  Anti-‐
predator	  Gland	  to	  Deactivate	  Plant	  Defense,”	  PLOS	  ONE	  (in	  press).	  

• Two	  SURF	  proposals	  submitted	  with	  undergraduates:	  Dr.	  Kari	  Naylor	  and	  Dr.	  Arijit	  Mukherjee.	  
• Sally	  Entrekin	  was	  on	  a	  NSF	  panel	  and	  met	  a	  researcher	  from	  Kansas	  State	  University	  who	  

mentored	  a	  former	  UCA	  undergraduate,	  Jacob	  Carter.	  He	  finished	  his	  PhD	  at	  the	  University	  of	  
Kansas	  in	  August,	  and	  now	  he	  is	  a	  postdoc	  in	  DC	  working	  with	  the	  EPA.	  

• The	  Jewel	  Moore	  Nature	  Reserve	  moratorium	  ends	  in	  December	  2015.	  The	  JMNR	  Committee	  
recently	  completed	  a	  recommendation	  for	  President	  Courtway	  and	  the	  Board	  of	  Trustees	  
regarding	  the	  continued	  preservation	  of	  the	  reserve.	  

• Biology	  has	  two	  faculty	  searches	  underway:	  a	  Lecturer	  I	  position	  and	  a	  tenure	  track	  Genetics	  
position	  is	  currently	  advertised	  and	  will	  close	  December	  1st.	  

• Biology	  is	  also	  working	  on	  an	  administrative	  assistant	  search;	  interviews	  are	  concluding	  this	  
week.	  

	   	  
Chemistry	  

Dr.	  Desrochers	  reported:	  
	  
• 
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• A	  task	  force	  has	  been	  formed	  to	  study	  the	  calculus	  readiness	  issues	  and	  make	  
recommendations	  on	  how	  to	  address	  the	  problem.	  

• The	  2nd	  annual	  Calculus	  Competition	  will	  be	  held	  on	  November	  19,	  2015	  from	  3:00-‐5:00PM.	  
• James	  Fetterly	  presented	  two	  papers	  at	  the	  National	  Conference	  for	  the	  Association	  of	  Middle	  

Level	  Education	  (AMLE)	  held	  in	  Columbus,	  OH	  from	  October	  15	  to	  17.	  One	  of	  the	  
presentations,	  “Problem	  Posing:	  The	  Invention	  of	  Great	  Problems,”	  was	  co-‐presented	  with	  Dr.	  
Betty	  K.	  Wood.	  The	  other	  presentation	  was,	  “A	  Mathematical	  Practice:	  Brainstorming.”	  

	  
	  
STEM	  Institute	  
	   Dr.	  Uma	  Garimella	  reported:	  
	  

• Paper	  Published	  from	  STEM	  Institute	  in	  NCTM	  journal:	  
Umadevi	  Garimella	  and	  Belinda	  Robertson	  (2015)	  "Mathematics	  Modeling:	  Cell	  Shape,"	  
Mathematics	  Teaching	  in	  the	  Middle	  School,	  21(3),	  180-‐188 

	  
• MWERA	  –	  Mid-‐Western	  Education	  Research	  Association	  conference	  Evanston	  IL–	  Invited	  

presentation	  (all	  expenses	  paid).	  Dr.	  Uma	  Garimella	  and	  Dr.	  Debra	  Burris	  presented.	  
Incorporating	  Library	  of	  Congress	  primary	  resources	  in	  STEM	  fields	  using	  Geocaching.	  

	  
• Arkansas	  Curriculum	  Conference	  –	  STEM	  Institute	  is	  playing	  a	  major	  part.	  

o Taking	  care	  of	  presenters	  and	  presiders	  information	  
o Presenting	  –	  Math,	  Science	  and	  Literacy	  
	  

• Partnership	  with	  Horace	  Mann	  Middle	  School:	  Specialists	  conducted	  an	  evening	  training	  
session	  for	  all	  science	  and	  math	  teachers	  and	  science	  night	  

	  
• STEAM	  in	  Little	  Rock:	  First	  field	  trip	  for	  teachers	  in	  collaboration	  with	  Henderson	  State	  

University.	  20	  K-‐12	  teachers	  from	  all	  over	  Arkansas	  were	  introduced	  to	  the	  resources	  available	  
in	  Little	  Rock.	  Visited	  Innovation	  Hub,	  Museum	  of	  Discovery	  and	  Witt	  Stephens	  Jr.	  Nature	  


