


	

	

	

Chair	Reports:	

Biology	
Dr.	Hill	reported:	

• UCA	hosted	the	state	Envirothon	on	November	20-21st.	Laurie	Warren	organized	the	event	and	
there	were	11	teams	this	year.	

• Dr.	Nita	Puri	has	accepted	the	Neuroscience	position	in	Biology	and	will	start	in	January.	

Chemistry	
Dr.	Pat	Desrochers	reported:	

• Two	candidates	were	selected	for	campus	interviews	for	the	TT-Physical	Chemist	position.	Both	





	

	

• At	the	Southwest	American	Association	of	Geography	conference	in	Denton,	TX:



	

	

integration	to	applications	of	calculus.	The	winning	team	members	–	Lindsey	Hazeslip,	Azaryah	
Wilson,	and	Connor	Wilson	–	each	received	a	gift	certificate	for	$15.	Plans	are	underway	to	select	a	
couple	of	teams	to	represent	UCA	at	the	Math	Jeopardy	Contest	at	the	Oklahoma-Arkansas	
Sectional	Meetings	of	the	Mathematical	Association	of	America	to	be	held	at	University	of	
Oklahoma	in	Spring	2017.	

Physics	
Dr.	Carl	Frederickson	reported:	

• Zachery	Brawley	presented	his	summer	REU	and	Senior	Capstone	research	at	the	Gulf	Coast	
Undergraduates	Research	Symposium	held	at	Rice	University	October	22.	The	title	of	his	
presentation	was	“Structural	characteristics	of	Au-GaAs	nanostructures	for	increased	plasmonic	
optical	enhancement.”	His	research	advisor	at	UA	Fayetteville	is	Dr.	Joseph	B.	Herzog.	There	were	
30	other	students	from	around	the	world	presenting	at	the	symposium.	

• Drs.	Azida	Walker	and	Rahul	Mehta	presented	papers	during	the	2016	Radiation	Research	
Meeting	in	Walkoloa	Village,	Hawaii,	October	16	through	19.	Dr.	Walker	presented	“Neutron	
Activation	Analysis	to	study	the	effects	of	radiation	at	the	cellular	and	molecular	level,”	Azida	



	

	

• Great	River	Coop,	Forrest	City:	November	14-15	
• Henderson	State	STEM	Center:	December	5-6	
• UA	Monticello:	December	8-9	
• Training	of	Trainers	on	UCA	campus	–	December	19-21	

o Robotics	for	Kids:	November	19th.	Presented	by	Dr.	Yu	Sun	and	her	group.		We	had	34	
students,	which	is	the	highest	number	of	students	this	time.	New	activity	on	programing	
drone	was	presented.	Kids	had	fun	on	learning	programming	with	Drone,	in	addition	to	
other	robots.	

• Conference	Presentations:	7	presentations	at	four	conferences	of	total.	
o Arkansas	Curriculum	Conference	Presentation:		

§ Making	Instructional	Changes	by	Analyzing	Student	Work:	Cara	Cates,	Kim	Hughes	
and	Sarah	Burnett:	Analyzing	student	work	using	a	protocol	that	was	created	to	use	
in	MDC	and	can	be	extended	to	everyday	use.	This	is	collaboration	between	UCA,	
ATU	and	Archford.	

§ Probability	and	Designer	Baby:	Belinda	Robertson	and	Umadevi	Garimella.	An	
integration	of	Math	and	science	unit	developed	through	MSP	grant	

§ NGSS	and	Integrating	Writing	into	STEM:	Shoudong	Feng,	Umadevi	Garimella	and	
Carolyn	Pinchback.	Writing	in	content	areas.	A	module	developed	through	MSP	
grant.	

§ Get	to	the	Point!	Observations	to	Reasoning:	A	K-4	Pathway	Series.	Collaborative	
work:	Greg	Wertenberger/Henderson	State	University,	Annette	Brown/Dawson	
ESC,	Sharon	McKinney/UCA	STEM	and	Virginia	Rhame/NWA	ESC	

o Mid-South	Educational	Research	Association	(MSERA)	Conference:	NGSS	and	Writing:	
Initial	Findings	of	a	Teacher	Survey	from	Year	3	of	a	STEM	Professional	Development	
Program	Shoudong	Feng,	Umadevi	Garimella,	Carolyn	Pinchback,	University	of	Central	
Arkansas	

o 




